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18 The politics project discusses different notions of dignity, justice and

equality resulting from public policies, legislation and current anti-racist struggles
that allow us to imagine and enable decolonial horizons.

the politics of anti-racism in europe
and latin america knowledge production,
decision-making and collective struggles

a política do antirracismo na europa e
na américa latina produção de conhecimento,
decisão política e lutas coletivas

la política del antirracismo en europa
y américa latina producción de conocimiento,
decisión política y luchas colectivas



THE POLITICS
OF ANTI-RACISM

knowledge production
collective mobilization

decision-making
CULTURES OF

SCHOLARSHIP & STATE
UNIVERSITIES

INSTITUTIONAL RACISM:
POLICE PRACTICE

& MASS MEdIA

POLITICAL & POLICy
FRAMEwORkS

politics analyses how power relations shape anti-racism
at a global, national and local level, and processes of dialogue
and conflict between grassroots organisations and
institutions in diverse contexts.

The project has two main research areas:
(a) knowledge production about ‘race’ and (anti-)racism in the 
spheres of (inter)national government policy, state universities 
and social movements; (b) processes of denunciation and 
collective mobilisation against institutional racism related
to police violence and media representations.

Fieldwork and case studies will be developed in
the following contexts: the united nations, the organization
of american states, the european union, state institutions, state
universities and grassroots movements located in brazil,
spain, peru and portugal.

 
politics (2017-2022) aims to broaden the existing knowledge and bring innovation to the debate on anti-racism
in european and Latin American contexts. This research project analyses how racism – understood as a
historically rooted system of oppression – is being challenged by institutions and grassroots movements.
politics is funded by the european research council, coordinated by Silvia Rodríguez Maeso,
and hosted by the centre for social studies of the universidade de coimbra. 

CHALLENgES 
 

To rethink the grammar of comparison
that has privleged evaluative approaches
to existing ‘degrees of racism’ in different
national contexts, in order to focus on the
relationality between different processes
of domination and geopolitical contexts.

 
To problematise the implications
of different approaches to anti-racism
adopted by regional/state institutions
and grassroots movements.

 
To encourage interdisciplinary perspectives on
the analysis of institutional racism, connecting
the three research streams: (i) public policies
and (inter)national contexts; (ii) academic 
cultures and public universities, and (iii) police 
violence, media and public denunciation.




